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Austin Symphony Orchestra names new  

vice president of development  
  

Sonya Robinson brings more than two decades of fundraising 
leadership in the arts and nonprofit sectors 

  
AUSTIN, Texas—The Austin Symphony Orchestra today has named Sonya Robinson 
as the organization’s new vice president of development. Robinson, whose appointment 
followed a comprehensive national search, will begin her new role on August 25.  
 
Robinson brings more than two decades of fundraising leadership in the arts, higher 
education and nonprofit sectors. She most recently served as the senior director of 
development, corporate and foundation relations at Southwestern University in 
Georgetown, Texas. Her previous roles include key development positions with the 
Indianapolis Museum of Art, the North Carolina Museum of Art and Ronald McDonald 
House Charities of Central Indiana. 
 
“Sonya is a seasoned fundraiser with a deep passion for the arts and a proven record of 
building meaningful partnerships,” Justus Zimmerman, chief executive officer of the 
Austin Symphony Orchestra, said. “Her leadership and vision will be instrumental as we 
expand our reach and deepen the cultural quality of life for people of all ages across 
Central Texas.” 
 
Robinson, who is a native Texan and longtime arts advocate, returns to the city after 
beginning her development career at the Jewish Community Association of Austin. 
 
“I am thrilled to join the Austin Symphony Orchestra at this exciting moment in its 
history,” she said. “Music has the power to unite and inspire, and I look forward to 
working alongside the Symphony team to connect more people to the transformative 
experience of live symphonic music.” 
 
Robinson earned a bachelor’s degree in English from St. Edward’s University. She also 
holds a certificate in nonprofit management from Duke University.  
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About Austin Symphony Orchestra 
Founded in 1911, the Austin Symphony Orchestra is the city’s oldest performing arts 
organization. The Symphony presents a full season of musical and educational 
programming, including the Masterworks Series and the Butler Pops Series, which run 
from September through May at the state-of-the-art Joe R. & Teresa Lozano Long 
Center for the Performing Arts. Special events include the Halloween Children’s Concert, 
Handel’s Messiah, and the free Hartman Foundation Concerts in the Park during the 
summer. The James C. Armstrong Youth Education Programs include ASO Tuneful 
Tales, Young People’s Concerts, and a variety of other school programs. 
 


